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[ 1  The company is ( ) (3 (« ) ( ) ( ) every order.
@ off offering @ of @ fifteen G percent
2 Last year’s ( ) (A «( ) than the year before.
@ were @ accurate forecasts @ more (® weather
13 My father said that ( ) (8D ( ) his day.
@ school @ in @ rules @ strict ® were
f4 A group of ( ) ( ) (=) ( ) with a seventeen meter
tall sandwich.
@ world @ broke children @ record ® a
M5 ( ) (Ca D« ) (CA0 D) ( ) can eat the soft plants that grow
there.
@ like @ because @ water moose
[f16 The ( ) (1) ( ) ten kilometers outside the city.
® s ® 1 @ restaurant B that
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Tim stood under the night sky, a gentle breeze whispering through the leaves. His eyes

were full of (| ) as he peered through the lens of his telescope, each star a distant sun,
burning bright against the canvas of the cosmos. Constellations unfolded before him, telling
ancient stories written in light. With each adjustment of the scope, new celestial wonders
came into view, from the craters of the moon to the rings of Saturn. It was a universe of

infinite possibilities, and for a moment, Tim felt connected to something (22 ) than

himself.
(2]
@ fascinate @ amaze (3 astonish @ wonder
(227
@ upper @ far @) greater distant
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In the heart of the busy city, Ava's electric car beeped a low-battery warning. She drove
through the neon-lit streets, her eyes scanning for a charging station. Each one she found
was occupied. The glowing indicators told her that the power was dwindling. Time ticked
away, and so did her hope. Finally, in an almost deserted alley, she spotted a free station.

)

She felt relieved as she plugged in her car. (|

A. In this unexpected moment of rest, her stress melted away.
B. Her car was recharged, and curiously, so was she.
C. As the battery charged, Ava leaned against her car, gazing up at the few stars shining

in the sky between the buildings.

@ A-B-C A-C-B ® B-A-C
@ B-C-A C-A-B ® C-B-A
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1 The (| is more important than the product.

(D process @ proceed (3 procession (@) processes
12 Some people are more (14 ) than others by their mistakes.

@ embarrass @2 embarrassing (3 embarrassment (@) embarrassed
3  He didn’t have a pencil, so I ((C15_]) him one of mine.

@ borrow @ lent @ lend @ borrowed
4  Grass is more ((C16_]) in my garden than close to the ocean.

@ reliant @ plant @ chant @ abundant
15 The singer was far more ( ) than we expected.

talented @ talking @ taller @ tale

16 The dog pulled (| ) on the rope.

@ stubs @ stubbornly (3 stubbornness @ stub
17  The ((C19]) of the game was played in the rain.

@ entirely @ entire (3 entireness @ entirety
M8 We were ( ) to be able to see him today.

@ heat @ historic @ fortunate @ efficient
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The history of lawns is a fascinating journey through time, reflecting social, cultural, and
technological changes. The concept of the lawn, as we know it today, has evolved from the
simple grassed enclosures within early medieval settlements, used for feeding animals like
cows or sheep that eat grass, to the carefully maintained green spaces that surround homes

and public buildings.

The term "lawn" dates back to at least the 16th century, derived from the Old French
"lande," which meant barren land, or clearing. Lawns became a symbol of status among the
European royalty in the Middle Ages, offering a clear view of visitors and serving as a sign
of wealth and power. The damp climate of Western Europe was good for maintaining such

grassy expanses.

For common people grassy enclosures were used in practical ways. They used them to feed
their animals, like sheep, goats, and cows. The areas were used as common spaces where
people could gather to socialize, for markets, and for festivals. They were also used as

grounds for sport, providing a break from their hard daily work.

Two examples of royal gardens with lawns are Versailles Gardens and Tudor Gardens.
Versailles Gardens in France was designed in the late 1600s for Louis XIV. The gardens
include a “green carpet,” one of the first lawns made for the purpose of being seen by
people. Tudor Gardens in Britain includes geometric lawns that are surrounded by low

hedges.

The popularity of modern lawns can be traced back to the 18th-century landscape art,
inspired by scenes in Italian landscape paintings. Before the invention of the mowing
machine in 1830, lawns were managed very differently, often cut by having animals eat the

grass rather than cut with machinery.

Lawn mowers have evolved since they were first invented nearly 200 years ago. The first
mowing machine was a “reel mower.” That is a mower where the blades are turned by the
rolling of the wheels on the lawn. It takes a lot of human power to make one of those cut

grass. The first motorized mowers were powered by steam or petroleum engines. In the
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2000s robotic mowers were introduced, and in 2011 one company started making solar-

powered lawnmowers.

In America, lawns took on a new cultural significance with suburban expansion, becoming
an essential part of the household beauty. However, this came with environmental costs, as

lawns have been criticized for contributing to ecological problems.

Lawns look nice, but they come with a host of problems for the environment. Lawns
require significant amounts of water, especially in dry areas. In some drier areas people are
digging up their lawns and installing gardens that mimic the surrounding environment.
That may include the use of cactus plants or other varieties that use less water than grass.

People also use stone or sand to make their yards look beautiful naturally.

Other problems include the use of chemicals, which can cause everything from poisoning
people or animals to air pollution. Chemicals that help the plants grow, or just the opposite,
stop unwanted plants from growing, can lead to water pollution. They can harm local
wildlife, and they can even be harmful to people if they get into their drinking water or the

air.

The history of lawn tennis is equally rich and intertwined with the development of lawns.
The sport, originally known as lawn tennis to distinguish it from real tennis, was invented
in the late 19th century. Major Walter Clopton Wingfield is credited with creating the game
in 1873, and the first set of rules was adopted by the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet
Club for the inaugural Wimbledon Championship in 1877.

Real tennis is the original form of the game. It was played indoors with complex rules and
various surfaces. The indoor courts are not square, and include various slopes, angles, and
hazards. Some of the hazards include a net in the middle, walls that the balls can bounce off

of, and even low rooves that the ball can be played off of.

Lawn tennis quickly became a popular pastime, with its growth fueled by major
tournaments and the establishment of the International Lawn Tennis Federation. The
playing areas are simpler, as are the rules and scoring. The sport's evolution was marked
by advancements in technology and equipment, as well as changes in rules to improve

player well-being. Today, tennis is a global sport enjoyed by millions.

[¥13  In some drier areas, people are digging up their lawns and installing gardens that
mimic the surrounding environment, which may include ((26_J).

@

the use of tropical plants
(2 animals that could keep the grass short
@ cactus and other plants that need less water

@ chemicals to help plants grow and stop others from growing

[*]4  The first motorized mowers were powered by (

That said, actual grass courts are rare compared to other types of tennis courts. Grass
courts require more maintenance and do not last as long as other types of courts. For

example, only about one percent of lawn tennis courts in the US are actually grass. There

are some man-made substitutes for real grass courts. Artificial grass is sometimes used. It
often has sand sprinkled in to add stability for the players. Carpet courts are used indoors

and provide fast playing surfaces for more temporary courts.

The future of lawns is evolving with a focus on sustainability, technology, and changing
preferences. There is a growing emphasis on eco-friendly lawn care that includes the use of
native plants and less water and chemical use. The use of robot lawnmowers and Al can
make lawn care more efficient, cost-effective, and eco-friendly. Finally returning gardens to
their natural look by using native plants is increasing. This approach supports the

environment and reduces the negative impact of lawns.

In conclusion, the history of lawns and lawn tennis reflects broader societal trends and the
human desire to shape and control the natural environment for both beauty and recreation.
From medieval grazing lands to modern suburban landscapes, and from aristocratic pastime
to professional sport, the journey of lawns and lawn tennis offers a window into the
changing values and technologies of the times. The lawn remains a symbol of leisure and
order, while lawn tennis continues to evolve, captivating fans around the world with its

dynamic play and traditions.

[ 1 The word “lawn” comes from Old French, and means ((_24_]).

tennis court

@ barren land
®) farm animals

@  garden

12 The two royal gardens included lawns for the express purpose of (25 J).

®

providing a common space for games and festivals
@ feeding animals like cows and goats
@) being used as carpets

@) being seen by people
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[#]1  A: The new house is next to a park with a stream running through it.

B: That sounds like a terrific location.

) I agree. The family had a fun vacation

®
@ T agree. The family will have to choose another spot

-

(@ steam or petroleum engines @) It is. The family is disappointed
(@ power from the person using the machine @ TItis. The family is delighted

() cows or goats

@ solar or wind renewable energy M2 A (C30)).

hows social trends and the desire to shape

).

[f]5 The history of lawns and lawn tenni

and control the environment for (

@ money and royalty

beauty and recreation
@3 sports and animals

@ better lawn mower technology
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B: My daughter did one of those when she was your age. You're going to have a
great experience.

(D T signed up for a homestay program through my school

@ 1 cooked dinner for the family yesterday after work

@ 1 ride my bicycle to school on days when it doesn’t rain

@ 1 try to imagine what it will feel like when I win

13 A: This eye liner isn’t very good for summer.

B: It's made by a famous brand. What is wrong with it?

(@ The cold irritates my skin
(2 Tt doesn’t go on smoothly in this cool weather

It runs

sily in rain, sweat, and in the pool

@ Tt dries too quickly on my fingernails

[t 4

A:

B: I really liked that one too. I'm glad you liked it.
A: Yeah, we were just talking about that yesterday.
(D T watched that game on TV today

2 1 was just practicing piano

I just got home from the gym

I really like that memo you sent me
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15 A: Hi, this is Jim from Wataburger last week.

Yeah. I was wondering if you watched the new episode today.
Sorry, but I have homework tonight, so I can’t go tonight
Oh, yeah. You're the guy who watches Mad Men

Yes, I'd like one hamburger and fries

I couldn’t eat another bite, but thanks for asking

6
B: Yes, I've been playing since I was little.
T heard you playing the piano earlier. Have you played for long
@ T usually play RPG games. What games do you play
(3 1 play basketball on the school team. How often do you play
I did that on purpose. Did you notice
M7

A: He has a really good sense of humor!
B: That sounds great. I hear funny people are intelligent.
A: ([C350)).

(D Many people sense a change in the weather

Actually, I didn’t have any of those at the party

That might be true. He gets good grades
@ He hasn’t arrived yet, so I'll go pick him up
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